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Synopsis

Every birder visiting Costa Rica wants to know where they can see specialties like Resplendent
Quetzal, Three-wattled Bellbird, and macaws. They also want to know sites for regional endemics,
antbirds, antpittas, and other reclusive , rainforest species. Some would also like to know about their
chances at seeing Harpy Eagle, Gray-headed Piprites, and Great Tinamou (slim for the first two,
very good for the third). However, even if you know where to look, and know your chances at seeing
these and 900 other species on the Costa Rica bird list, a couple other factors also come into play
when birding this Central American country: (1) how to look for the birds in question, and (2) their
identification.Unlike temperate zone birding, most bird species of tropical rainforest are naturally
rare. They occur in low density populations, require certain microhabitats, and can be susceptible to
seemingly small changes in their environment. These and other aspects of tropical birding mean
that your chances of finding more species improve if you know how to look for various tropical birds
in addition to knowing where to look.4 ceHow to See, Find, and Identify Birds in Costa Ricaa «
answers these and other questions with:-Tips for finding tinamous, quail-doves, cotingas, manakins,
and many other neotropical birds.-Information about the best places in the country for rare species
like Bare-necked Umbrellabird and hawk-eagles.-Checklists of common species, rare species that
are easier to find outside of Costa Rica, and a list of bird species easier to find within Costa
Rica.-Tips for identification of woodcreepers, raptors, hummingbirds, flycatchers, and other
challenging avian families.-An up to date site guide that covers most parts of the country including
descriptions of & cebirdya « hotels in the Central Valley, classic sites, new sites, ideas for pelagic
trips, etc.-Suggestions for itineraries as brief as one day as well as birding trips of three weeks or
more.-General information for planning the trip and while birding in Costa Rica.Use "How to See,
Find, and Identify Birds in Costa Rica" to prepare for any birding trip to Costa Rica and help you see
and identify more species. Much of the information in this 700 plus page book can also be applied to
birding in other Neotropical countries.PARTIAL TABLE OF CONTENTSSECTION ONE1.1
Introduction1.2 How to Use This Book1.3 Regions, Geography, and Habitats1.3a. Forest1.3b.
Second Growth and Non-Forest Habitats1.3c. Wetlands1.4 What to Expect While Birding in Costa
Rica1.5 Some Essentials1.6 Lists of Bird SpeciesSECTION 2How to See Unfamiliar Birds not
Found in Temperate Zones2.1 How to See More Ground Birds2.2 How to See More Raptors2.3
How to See More Owls2.4 How to See More Hummingbirds2.5 How to See More Trogons2.6 How
to See the Two, Uncommon, Small Kingfishers2.7 How to See "Sit and Wait" Birds2.8 How to See
More Antbirds2.9 How to See Cotingas2.10 How to See Manakins and Identify the Females2.11
How to See Nightingale-Thrushes2.12 How to Bird Mixed FlocksSECTION 3How to ldentify More



Birds in Costa Rica3.1 Tiger-herons3.2 Raptors3.3 Parrots in Flight3.4 Hummingbirds3.5 Swifts3.6
Woodcreepers3.7 Kiskadee-Type Flycatchers3.9 Myiarchus Flycatchers3.10 EuphoniasSECTION 4
-593 pagesWhere to See Birds in Costa Rica & “ Sites Arranged by Region4.1 Central Valley
West4.2 Central Volcanic Highlands4.3 Central Valley East4.5 Irazu-Turrialba Massif4.6 North
Pacific Slope4.7 Monteverde and Santa Elena4.8 South Pacific Slope, Golfo Dulce, and the Osa
Peninsula4.9 Valle del General Lowlands and Foothills4.10 Valle del General Middle Elevations4.11
Talamancan Highlands4.12 North Caribbean Lowlands4.13 North Caribbean Foothills and Middle
Elevations4.14 The South Caribbean Lowlands4.15 Pelagic TripsSECTION 5General Useful
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Customer Reviews

| bought this guide several months ago and gave it what | thought was a decent look and felt | had
made a good investment. Now that | am just a few weeks away from returning to Costa Rica for our
second birding visit | am realizing what a treasure trove | have at my disposal as | invest the time to
mine its many depths of wealth. Hoping for an up to date guide on where to go to find what along
with where | might stay while doing so | am fully satisfied. Checking out the well-written accounts of

bird families and the all important HOW to find them | am very pleased. This will be our valued guide



to supplement the current fg to Costa Rican birds as well as the IPhone app we have for learning
bird song as well. Highly recommended to my friends coming to Costa Rica to enjoy the birds.
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